
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Fugue in C Major      Saint-Saëns 

* HYMN 464  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee    Hymn to Joy 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 112) 

 Leader: Today we sing a new song. 

 People: Today we sing a song filled with God’s glory and praise. 

 Leader: Happy is the person who puts God first. 

 People: May our light shine in the darkness for all who are merciful 
 and just. Let us worship God. 

INTROIT             Harold Friedell 

 Day by day, day by day, 
 O, dear Lord, three things I pray: 
 to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, 
 follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Everlasting Creator, we confess that our sins are too heavy to carry, 
too real to hide and too deep to undo.  We put pride in front of 
humility.  We put resentment before compassion. We turn away 
from our neighbor because it is easy.  Stir the Spirit within us and  
let us seek to put Christ first in all we do.  Free us from a past we 
cannot change and return us to walk on your path. We pray this in 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 425    Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining     Abbot’s Leigh  

 + Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Matthew 5:38-48   

ANTHEM Ain’a That Good News arr. Dawson 

SECOND LESSON Psalm 112  

SERMON            “A Life Transformed”   Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo 

OFFERTORY In Thee be All our Glory Al Fedak 
  The text may be found in the Hymnal at No. 310 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN (in bulletin)  Trust and Obey  Trust and Obey 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Prelude in C Major  Saint-Saëns  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
The composers of today’s choral selections are all American musicians. Composer, organist 
and choirmaster Harold Friedell (1905 — 1958), a native of New York state, is 
perhaps best known for his anthem “Draw us in the Spirit’s tether.”  Friedell held organist 
positions in Jersey City and Manhattan. He achieved wide recognition for the music 
program he ran at St. Bartholomew’s on Park Ave.  He died of a heart attack at the age  
of 53, leaving behind a body of around 100 works, including many anthems, hymn tunes 
and organ pieces. William Levi Dawson (1899 – 1990) was an African-American 
composer, choir director and professor. His arrangements of traditional African-American 
spirituals are widely published in the United States and are regularly performed by school, 
college and community choral programs. Al Fedak (b. 1954) is organist and choirmaster 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany, NY. A native of Elizabeth, NJ, he is 
considered one of America’s leading composers of sacred music today. Camille Saint-
Saëns (1835 — 1921) was on of France’s leading Romantic composers of symphonic and 
operatic works. A remarkable musical prodigy, Saint-Saëns was performing in public as a 
pianist by age 10. By the mid-1850s, when he was in his early 20s, he had matured into 
one of the most-influential figures in music in Paris, with a post as organist at the city’s 
Madeleine church. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Matthew 5:38-48 (NRSV) 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone 
strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone wants 
to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone  
who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow  
from you. 
 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray  
for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, 
what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 



 

 

Psalm 112 (NRSV) 
1Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who  
greatly delight in his commandments. 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the 
upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness  
endures forever. 
4They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, 
merciful, and righteous. 
5It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their 
affairs with justice. 
6For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 
7They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the 
LORD. 
8Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look 
in triumph on their foes. 
9They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 
10The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; 
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 



  

 




